Reversible hepatic decerebration: a case report and review of the literature.
Hepatic encephalopathy is a syndrome of neuropsychiatric dysfunction caused by portosystemic venous shunting with or without the presence of intrinsic liver disease. Clinical presentations are variable ranging from an abnormal sleep pattern to somnolence and deep coma. Decerebrate and decorticate posturing, have been rarely reported with hepatic encephalopathy. We report a case of a 59-year-old-man with a history of Child-Pugh B liver disease secondary to chronic alcoholism who was admitted because of coma. He had a transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt 3 months prior to his presentation. He was found to have decerebrating posture. He was treated for hepatic encephalopathy with complete recovery and resolution of the neurologic findings. The physician should be aware that decerebration and decortication posture can occur with hepatic encephalopathy and can be reversible.